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PART
The House of Assembly
Article 2. — lLagisiative power shali be exercised by the House of Assembly
under the conditions set forth in articles 40 and 41 of the Federal Constitution.
The business of the House of Assembly shall be conducted in French.
Article 3."— (1) The House of Assembly shall be judge of the eligibility
of its meibers and the regularity of their election.
(2) It may accept their resignation.
Arficle 4. — There shall be no compulsion in the exercise of any mandate.
The right te vote of representatives shall be personal. Voting by praxy shall
be authorized :under the conditions laid down by ordinance No. 64-41 of the
16th April 1960 of the Republic of Cameroon.
Article 5, — The number of members of the Steering Committee of the House

of Assembly and the procedure for their nomination shat! be fixed by its rules

Article 6. — Representatives may organise themselves into groups having

of procedure,
political affinities or into groupings with special inferests.
comprise less than seven members, excluding allied repre-

groupings may not
‘committees to whom the hills and resolutions of the Government and represen-
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sentatives.
Article 7. — The House of Assembly shall set up working groups known as
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tatives shall be referred for examination before they are debated on the floor
of the House.

(2) The number, procedure for eiecticn and manner of functioning of such
committees shall be fixed by the rules of procedure of the House.

Article 8. — The president and vice-president of the House of Assembly, the
committee chairmen and the chairmen of groups and groupings shall constitute
the council of presiding officers, the competence and procedure of which shall
be fixed by the present law and the rules of the Houses.

Article 9. — (1) Ordinary sessions shall ‘be summored by the President of
the House of Assembly at a dafe fixed by the steering commitiee, after consulta-
tion with the Prime Minister.

(2) Extraordinary sessions shall be summoned by the President of the
House of ‘Assembly af a time fixed by the steering commitiee after consultation
with the Prime Minister, when such session is requested by two thirds of the
representatives,, or at a date fixed by the President of the Republic or the Prime
Minister when such session is requested by the latter.

(3) The closing of ordinary and extraordinary sessions shall be fixed by the
steering committee after comsultation with the Prime Minister.

PART il

The Government

Article 10. — (1) The Government of East Cameroon shall ensure the
direction and management of the affairs of the Federated State within the limits
of the powers conferred upon it by the Federal Constitution.

{2) The Government shall consist of the Prime Minister and Secretaries of
State who shall form the “Executive Council.”

Article 11, — (1} Upon the renewal of each legislature, the President of
the Republic shall, after customary consuliation, designate the Prime Minister.

(2) The Prime Minister shall submit his programme fo the House of Assembly
and shall be invested by a simple majority in open vote before he is appointed
by decree of the President of the Republic.

(3) After his appointment, the Prime Minister shall propose Secretaries of

State to the President of the Republic for appointment.

Article 12. — (1) The Prime Minister shall ensure the execution of laws and

regulations and shall exercise the power to make rules and regulations within

the executive council.

{2) The Prime Minister shall make appointments to all the civil offices of.

the Federated $tate and shall supervise the administration of the latter.

(3) Enactments of the Prime Minister shall be countersigned by the Secre
taries of State concerned within the limits of their powers.

(4) The following matiers shall be compulsorily referred to the Execufive:

Council:
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— decislons concerning the general policy of the Federated State;
— hills;

— rules and regulations;

— appointments fo high offices in the Federated State, the list of which
shall be fixed by decree in the Executive Council;

— propesals for the request of a second reading of federal laws by the
National Assembly.

Article 13. — (1) The Prime Minister may, by decree, delegate certain of
his powers to a Secretary of Stafe.

(2) In the case of vacancy for whalever reascn, the President of the
Republic may, pending the investiture of a new Prime Minister, designate cne
of the Secretaries of Stafe to exercise the duties of the Primea Minister.

PART I

Relations between the House of Assembly and the Government

Section |

The Formulation of Laws

Article 14, — (1} Bills may be infroduced either by the Prime Minister in
Executive Council who shall present government bills or by representatives of the
House of Assembly wha shall present members’ bills,

(2) Representatives of the House of Assembly and the Government shall
have the right to make amendmente. '

(3) The Govemmt?m May oppose any amendment which has not been
referred befarehand to' the appropriate committes.

Article 15, — (1) Bills or amendments introduced by the government or
represeniatives, dealing with matters which are not within the jurisdiction of

the Federated States as defined by article 38 of the Federal Constitutlon,
shall be inadmissible.

(2) Bills or amendments introduced by the government or representatives
which, if pessed, would result in a reduction of public rescurces or an increase
in pubiic expentditure” shall be inadmissible, unless offset by an equivalent
reduction in ofhef expenditiure or the creation of new

revenue of equal
importance. :

{3) The President of the Republic, the President of the House of Assembly
or the Prime Minister may declare a bill o be inadmissible as soon as it has

been tabled before the House or during its debate in committee or on the floor
of the House. ’

(4)  Where the admissibility of & biil is disputed, the Council of Presiding

Officers shall rule whether the bill in question shall be retained on the pro-
grammme of business or withdrawn. Where such a bill is adopted, the President
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of the Republic may seek the remedy at law provided for by article 14 of the
Federal Constitution.

Article 16. — (1) The programme of business of the House of Assembly
shall be appointed by the Council of Presiding Officers.

(2) At the Government's request, bill of the government or representatives
which it has accepted shail right be listed on the programme of business in
priority.

(3) A member of the Government shall attend the meetings of the Council
of Presiding Officers.

(4) The rules of procedure of the House shall make provision for a pro-
cedure of urgency. Such procedure shall be applied as of right, where the
governmeni so requests.

Article 17. — (1} The House of Assembly shall examine in commiitee,
before debate on the floor of the House, any bill tabled before it by the
government or representatives and shall fix the number, composition and com-
petence of such commiifees.

(2) The Prime Minister and members of the Government shall have access
to meetings of the committees.

Article 18. — The debate on bills on the floor of the House shall bear on
the texi presented by.the Government. The debate on representatives’ and
resolutions shall bear on the text adopted by the appropriate committee.

Article 19. — (1} The State budget shall be voted each year in the form
of a finance law which may only comprise provisions of a strictly financial nature
and shall be infroduced under the conditiens to be defined by law.

{2) In pursuance of article 41 of the Federal Constiiution, the finance
bifl may only be laid on the fable of the House after the federal budget has
bean approved by the Federal Assembly.

(3) The budget may only be approved if if is actually balanced as between
revenue and expenditure.

Article 20. — (1) The House of Assembly may authorize the Prime Minister
over a given period of time and for specific purposes to promulgate decrees
having the force of law within the executive council.

{2) Decrees promulgsted under the preceeding paragraph shall enter into
force upon their publication. They shall be tabled before the House of Assem-.:
bly with a view to ratification within a time-limit fixed by the law conferring.:

such powers.
(3) Such decrees shall remain in ferce as long as the House has not

refused to ratify them.

Section 2

Responsibility of the Government

Article 21. — Members of the Executive Coundil shall be jointly responéi_bi_é
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'l)eff:ar.e the House of Assembly for the general policy of the Government and
individually responsible for their personal acts,

. Arficle‘z .22. — (1) The guestion of confidence may only be raised by the
Prime Minister after deliberation by the Executive Council, either upon a
declaration of general policy or upon the vote of a bill. '

{2) A vote of confidence may only be taken twenty-four hours after it has
been referred to the House, and shall be by open vote.

(3) A vote of no-confidence in the Executive Council shall be passed by
a simple majority. ) :

(4} Where & vote of confidence is introduced during the voie of a text,
such text shall be passed if confidence is not refused.

{5} A motion of censure shall be admissible where it is signed by at
least twenty five members of the House of Assembly.

{6) The vote on a motion of censure shall be held under the same condi-
tions and in the same manner as the vote of confidence.

(7} The motion of censure may only be passed by an absclute majority
of the representatives of the House.

{8) Where a motion of censure is defeated, the representatives who have
signed it may not introduce a second rotion during the same session.

/}rﬁcle 23. — (1) A vote of a motion of no-confidence or censure shall
entall the collective resignation of the Executive Council,

(2) In the case of dissolution of the House of Assembly by the President
of the Republic under the conditions laid down by article 44 of the Federal
Censtitution, the Council in office shall offer its resignation as soon as the new
House of Assembly meets.

Article 24, — (1) The Prime Minister shall be bound #o furnish to the House
of Assembly any _explanation requested of him on his administration and
activities. vt

(2} Fhe ‘procedure for inquiry and supervision by the House of Assembly
with regard to Governmental activities shall be:

— written question;

— oral question;

— petition;

— imerb_‘eli'aﬁon;

—_— comrr!jitfees of enquiry,

Article 25— (1) Ordinance No. 60-39 of the 16th Anril 1960 to establish

the organic law governing the functioning of the public powers shall remain
valid for all provisions which are not repugnant to the present law,

(?) The present law shall be implemented as a law of East Cameroon and
published in the Official Gazette of the Federated State of East Cameroon.

Yaounde, the 1st November 1961.
Ahmadou AHIDJO.
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